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49ers Season Review
A review of the 49ers tumultuous season so far

By David Phan
SPORTS EDIMOR

The San Francisco ggers began their sea-
son with two rad victories over the Detrolt
Lions and Philadelphia Eagles. Although both
games had questionable play from the goers
allaround, the 4gers were able o secure the
wing amd take a 2-0 record in the tough KFC
West, The injuries throughout the team earky
an in the season, thelr upeoming sanves would
teat the team's fulure.

The 4gers managed to take a 28-27 lead
with 37 seconds left apalnat the Green Bay
Packers. Forcing Asron Rodgers to go the
field's lemgth to have a chanee for a game—win-
ning field poal with no timeoats. The 4gers’
defense gave two big plays to Davante Adams
that resulted in the Packers belng on the as-
vard line —setting Mason Croshy to hit a 51-
yard ganwe-winner,

Diegpite Jimmy Garappolo’s bwo umovers,
the offense clicked as Brandon Alyuk pheked
up four recepthons (from targets) for 37 vards
and a touchdown., Although Evle Shannahan
did a greal job calling the game, the defemnsa
Tet ap thee b lalg plays late in the game.

A longtime divisional dval, the Seattle Se-
ahawks, had the jgers firing off an all evlin-
ders, After a miraculous touchdown by Rus-
zell Wikson and a touchdown run by Seahawk
running back Alex Colline, the jgers foqmd
themaelveas in a two-towchdown defict with a
pookbe quarerback,

Garappolo, the veteran 4ger OB, threw an-
other interception early in the first half. Aok
only had ope receplion {from three targets)
for 15 vards, and Shanpahan elected to go for
it oy st of Phe bean's gih downs,
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In week five, the 4pers va. the red-hot Ard-
zona Cardinals. The ggers elected to go with
eonkle OF Trey Lanee for his first HFL caresr
gtart after Garappolo was Injured in the pre-
vious game, The Cardinals were averaging a
whopping 35 poluts per game. The goers’ de-
fense stepped wp and held Kyler Muarray and
Co. b 17 polots, thelr lowest of the season so
far. However, Hke the previous bwo games. the
game had controversial coaching from Shan-
mahian,

For the most part of the contest, Shannah-
an seemed to mismanage how to ulifize Lance
properly. He agaln hardly elected to punt;
the game also had another dizappearance of
Abvuk, whe only resulted In two peceptions
{from four targets) for 32 vands.

The goers played the Cardinals agaln in a di-
vigional remateh [n week nine. The Cardinals
alarted thelr backup OB Colt MeCoy, hackap
BB James Conner, and thivd and fourth-siring
wide recaivers.

All slgns pointed o the 4pers having a sue-
cessful game, bat they fell shor. However, the
game did not have some of the usual ingredi-
enls that woukd Lypically constitule a ggers
loas, Ak played amazing with aiy receptions
(lrom alght targets) for Bg vards and & toweh-

diwn. Garrappolo played &= well of a game as
hie eoukd, having two toochdowns o one inler-

ception, and Shanahan called the game pretly
BVER.

The ks was put on crecial lurmovess,
which the Cardinals turned Into touchdowns,
amd the defense allowed Canner bo amass 173
total vards amd three total toschdowms,

The qgers hewd back home to face the Indi-
anapolls Colts In a primetinee ganve. Early In
the first half, the ggers looked strong, march-
i down with ease and seoring a towchdown,

and Garappolo had another multiple turn-
over game, The game also had questionahla
play-calling, with Shannahan electing to go
away from whal was working. They also have
another disappearance of Alyuk, who only had
onve peception for six vards and one carry for
three vands,

The squad then traveled to Chicezo to face
OB Justin Flelds and the Chicago Bears. The
game was & shooloul and proper showease of
the goers” strength when evervthing ls work-
ing correctly. The game did not have any of the
wsual suspeets that would typieally resolt in a
loss, Garappole had a goo-varnd passing day
with two rushing touchdowns and bo turn-
overs, Alvuk had four receptions {from seven
targets) for 47 vards and & bwo-poinl eonver-
glii.

PHOTO BY GETTY IMAGES

[ Oclell Beckham Jr.'s fiest game with the
Rams, the 4pers slarted the gamme hol and kept
the momentum going throughout the game.
The ggers won the game 31-10. Whie recelver
Deebo Samuel led the aifense with 133 total
vards and two touchdowns, and the defenss
was led by safely Jimmbe Ward, who had
two interceplbons, one returned for a toonch-
diorwn. The 4oers were dominant on both skdes
throughout the game, leading therm o be 5-0
againsl the Bams since 20190

The 4germ are currently 4-5 amd are half
a gamie behind a chance st the playefi. The
Hgers have shown they have the abllity to con-
tend with the best of them and win. However,
theey T Tnave o et back: in the winndng exlummn
i they want any chance al the Super Bowl,

Why Represention Matters: Marvel's "Eternals"

Examining Marvel’s new family, each member representing a new generation

By Paclo Acob
PHOTO EDITOR

Marvel's third film this wear, academy
award-winning Chbee Zhao's “Eternals,” shat-
tered expectatbons and grossed S310 ot the
b office opening night, sccording to Forbes.

Wesals prior, this suocess was nol fopeges-
able, as many critics took to Eolten Tomatoes
b “revies-bomeh” before walching the film,
giving the movie a §7% on the Tomatometer.
This rating ks the lowest rated Marvel movie
ot of all 26,

Critics were not In favor of this movie's
representation & esch member represent-
ed a different community such as Indian,
African-American, Chinese, Korean, Seol-
tish, Hispanbe, HOH (Hard of Hearing), amd

LEBTOLA+, all of which are generally not rep-
resented ke such big-badget flms.

As opening night came around, fans be-
lieved that the film deserved a higher rating,
giving the film an Ao% awdkence rating on
Botten Tomatoes, proving that community
representation has a demand In opodern-day
clmema.

Aveording o Jecob Stolworthy, a wriler
from The Independent, a study condusted by
the online langnage tutoring wehslte, Preply,
found that the desive to learn American Sign
Lanpuage prew spo% since Lauren Fidloffs
appearance as the hard of hearing character
“Makkari” in the film. “Search for Bidlef Tes-
zelf has inereased worldwide by 550 percent
slmee 1 Movember, with “first deal saperlero™
doubling iz search since Movember 2020,
stabed Stolworihy.

Along with the rise n andience members’
inberast In learning ASL, the diseourse of
LGBTOLA+ superheroes i now prevalent over
soclal media. Until recently, before the “Eler-
nmals” film, meost comibc book writers Iniplied
their characters are nod helernsexual, span-
ning across multiple seneal dentities,

Although, often, their character wouldn't
display any eharacteristics relaled to their sex-
wality, meaking it ambignous whether the eso
may or may not be LGETOLA+, an example
belng the Guardians of the Galagy's StarLord
bebnyp canomically biseseal fn the comle seriea.

Through Phastos's kiss, many children at
hime are able o recognize that gender-fuld
love can exist anywhere, even in superleno
films.

Fumall Manjflanl's character, Eingo, rep-
resenbs Bollywood, and its astounding o see
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the amazing set pleces choreographed amd
cultnral attire in a blg-bodget film, Zhao was
especially great In writing Kingo's eamera-
man, Karun, plaved by Harlsh Patel, directing
him as comedle reliel and showing that he's
alzo capable of expressing complex emotions
in the film's third sct. Seelng Indian actors
play & more slgnificant presemnes, pather than &
minar rode, is refreshing and exciting to see a5
an audience member.

From the "Etermal's” soceess, aodiemces
can look forward bo superhero films as studiog
showease communities n dire nesd of repre-
senlation. Thanks to Zhao, the cast and crew
of the “Elernals,” the fubure of modern~day
filmmaking looks to be more Inelusive
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