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Leaving a Legacy Through Street Art

Local Bay Area muralist promotes social change through the use of street art and graffiti

By Sarah Rodriquez
COFY EDITOR

Born and ralsed In the S8an Franciseo Bay
Area, she started with a can of spray palnt and
a rebellious nature. Through her vibeant dis-
play of Intentional and relevant art, Vanessa
Solarl Espinosa, known a8 Agana, creales a
apace for soclal change through her artiabic
endeavors,

Expoged to the world of art and graffill a1
an early age, the multi-dimensiopal artist was
borm Into a family with a motoe] admicatbon
for all things creative. Despite the artistry In-
grained n her DRA, B was through Agana's
rebellious nature that her interest in graffi-
tl really ok flight. “[Graffitl] s very much
against the syatem and against corporate son-
sumption, and I think that’s whal drew me to
it im the firat place,” she recalled,

With spray paint in hand, she took bo stresl
arl as a way o reclaim public space and viso-
ally ecommnbeate the mportance of culture,
pablie |saues, and crealive expression. After
the young arltist was esught quite liteeally
rexdl-hamded while tagzing in her teens, she re-
celved community service, landing herself in
a mandatory graffitl course titled “Visual El-
epenl

After the course, Agana recalled a lingering
sense of completion. “TThe instrector] told
me | was done, and 1 zald ['m not done, this
i3 my family now, [ found my people.” Shortly
after, the asplring artist was offered the appor-
tundty to teach the course hersell. “1 was fresh
out of high schiool, teaching other high school
atudenta.”

Her career as an artist reached a tuming
point during her toee in Visual Element, where
the cultural depth behind her work gained mo-
mentum. As a prowd Lating artist, she says it
Is imperative that she stress the Importanes of
culinral preservation within her work, often in
the form of artistie crossovers through sym-

balie references o her Latin roots.

“Becauss we have this responsibility to keep
our euliure alive, what better way than bo keep
it alive through a visual representation. .. when
I paink, 1 try and keep our legacies and culhore
alive theough the Inagery,™ ahe sald.

As a founding member of Few and Far, a
growlng compmenity of emposerad female arl-
igts relnventng the stigma behind strest art,
Agana akbms to visually tell a story while unit-
g women alike. What started In a few casu-
al get-togethers with fellow artiats ended ina
siaterhood of women, all with a eommon goal
to redefine the strests with elaborate {Thestra-
thones that foster creativity, sockal justice, and
healing.

In efforts to do =0, her recent oollabors-
thon with the infamous San Franelseo Glants
in their “Hesilient”™ campakgn eaptures the
strength of our beloved Bay Area residents.
Aa one of five commissioned artlsts, Agana
embraced the concept in a stunning use of the
team’s leonde orange and hlack letbering, while
of eonrae, Inelading her own twist theough cul-
tural referennes,

Located in the Mission [Mstrict, & comm-
oty nolorious for s eleh Latin identity, the
centerplece of Agana's mural lkes La Dofia, a
Chicana singer-songwriter, and San-Franciaon
native.

The vibrant display of the singer had a dou-
bile meaning; it served 38 an ode to ber herd-
tage while honoring the feh culture that exists
within the mural’s surrounding commuonity,
Durdng the mural's process, *Tt was just such
an amazing expertence, Lo see a0 many people
come logether and give so much Jove- little
kids, the grandmas, aboelas just driving by
sereaming her name,” she added.

The pkece, ome of the artist’s favorites, aims
to honor the ongolng legacies of the living. “Ti
wias 50 beawtlfn] to see that [resctbon] and give
people thelr flowers, love, and respect while
they're here and pol wait til they're gone o
pay hotmage to them.”
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Duse o the oulpoer of positive response
from the community, Agana stated, *Tt just
makes me want o painl more and aplift other
amazing sisters In the community that are re-
ally pulting in work.. wooeen that are ot just
iy, not just talented but are connecting with
vouth and Hiing up other young women whils
being that positive role model that we really
meed.”

Throughout the creative process, she offen
asks, why am I ereating this art, and what rel-
evance does this have o the next person that
mopg j1?

“Really dig deep Into whatever reflections
wiou pessd o reflect on [In order] to figare ot
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exactly what you want tosay with your art, and
Just keep pushing I Mot evervthing ks a mas-
terplece, nol evervthing has communily sue-
cess, nol everything ks golng bo pan ol exactly
haoviw wou expected it to be, you gol o just keep
pushing it and teving, and eventually, one of
thosa projects are golng to break ground and
open up new possibilities for your caresr.”

e mural al a time, Agana is an inspira-
ton to like-minded bovers of art, advoeates of
sockal justies, femake artists, and communk-
tles united by the presence of her captivating
sirest arf. To get a elaoser look at the bocal art-
ist's shanming work, you can find it at djagana,
AT,
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