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Media Bias, Misreporting, and Fake News: Real Reason Behind Our Polarized Society?

By Zhanserik Temirtashev
POLITICAL WHTER

Ome of Trump's most poignant legascles was
the “fake news™ campalgn, whereln the former
President derbded the liberal bias present in
news reporting and weaponkzed the alleged
dishonesty rife within malnstreans msedia. The
measage widely resonated with the public,
confinulng to reverberate in political diseus-
aboms today.

Rezardless of political leaning or lndivid-
ual attiwdes towards Trump, a majority of
Americans today are wary of news media par-
tizanship and insecurate reporting. Polbed in-
dividuals believe that 62% of news orlginated
of spureed from traditional media outlets (Le,
print media, elevision mews, and radio) ks bi-
azed, with 44% of news reporting from tradi-
tional media belng percelved as inaccurate, a
Gallup/Knight Foundation jofnt survey found,

While the lssue of partizan jourmalism is
minltifaceted, the derepulation of media and
the disruption by digitization are bwo of the
miost cited among them.

Derepulation of media resulted from a two-
fold development: the revocation of the Fale-
ness Doctrine and the instilution of the 1906
Telecomymunications At Under the Falrpesa
Dusctrine, broadeasters were mandated o
present controversial kssves by accommmo-
dating different stances, The Doctrine was
repealed nnder the Reagan administration in
1987, motloned under the assamption that the
doctrine mpedeod freedom of speach.

The passage of the Telecommunbcations
At aff 196 under the Clinton administration
remnoved the regulatory barrier to enler the
communications business and enablad the fi-
abon of broadeasting and telecommunbeations
markets in hopes of stimulating privale com-

petition for the sake of expedited deployient
ol petwork technologles,

“Clinton exacerbated the problem [and] al-
Towed fior the consalidatbon of media,” explained
D, Molan Higdon, Professor of History and Me-
diz Snsdles at Californda State University, East
By amd the anther of “Anatony of Fake Mews ™

Aceording fo Higdon, the standard (rame
for news coverage until the eollapse of the
USSR vested upon the “Us Va Them' dispo-
aitlon during the Cold War, which was then
altered to fil a Tefi-right’ narrative. Without
proper regulation in place, the “Democratic
amd Fepublican Parties [were allowed] to bay
up as moch media as possible” leading to a
proliferation of media “indoctelnat oo campse.”

Laszal news broadeasts were espaclally sen-
sltiwe to market fragmentation and corporate
consolldation, contributing to gaps in local
reporting and the displacemsent of ponrmaliats.
“Therse are leas places to work where you make
a livable wage” explained Hipdon, conting-
img to sdd that despite the magnified wealth
and influence of media corporations afler the
156 B, “we know very lilthe because [media
giants] don't report on weekends, small mar-
kets, or overseas.”

Traditional media, however, iz on the de-
cline, which Higdon atiributes to the depar-
ture from fact-hased journallam and daft
business practices, “Lagacy nvedia destroved
itz own reputation [on account of] poor baesi-
ness models, which sought to caplure a small
demographic of the sudiemees and maximdze
profits [instead of targeting & large andience],”
zald Higdon.

Via eontinuous appeals o partisan affilia-
thom, the media Industey has Jost credihility,
which Higdon equated a “loss of oxygen:” nee-
esgary for galning public trest and malntain-
ing audlences. Conseguently, the digital spacs
is threatening traditional media by enabling

the development of Independent poumaliam
through crowdfunding, thus emulating the
“muckraking tradition,” sccording o Higdon,

While digital journalism may amplify in-
dividual wvolees and allow for pournalistic
self-agency, the online space Is perniclously
susceplible to misinformation or data manlp-
ulation. Americans ane st skeptical towards
news distributed by socdal media and inter-
net-based ouwtlets, viewing Bo™ of all pews
found on soclal media as blased, with 64% of
news reporting done on online platforms per-
ceived as Inaccuraie,

Higdon elaborates that o rival traditional
media; digital outlets may be templed bo zen-
sationalize and be mose incdined bo aazume o
popilist lean, whether left or right, meaning
that the online apace Is mot Iemane o hyper-

In a eritique of our media conrumpiion cul-
lure, Kien moted that *[The publiz] holds the
media klealistbeally as a pillar of demoeracy,
bt it i driven by market bogic, the econombcs
of the industey,” highlighting the precarity of
partisan media as a prime indicator and deter-
minant of our polibeal attitedes.

I this day and age. "All & polithclan meeds ig
s baufld & bég emowgh voter hase, [without need-
ing o] govern for everyone,” sabl Klen, When
promted for a solulion in reconciling the palit-
ical rift, Higdon proposed breaking up and reg-
ulating biz media monopolies alopg with socdal
media companbes to allow for the relabilitation
o bowea] peporting while proposing an lmplemen-
tation of “charging data dividends to get dd of
some fnancial power™ of tach ghanis.

Eien and Higdon have also pinned the dep-

Continuing to mature into a digital age, the public is unhkely to
resist content pandering and the illusion of free choice that comes
with media consumption, while outlets — old and new — are likely

to pursue the profitable approach of capitalizing upon fear.

partisanship, bot may rather be encouraging of
it, acting as “mwew tools to amplify fake news.”

Continuing o mature ioto a dightal age, the
public iz unlikely to resist conlent pandering
and challenge the Muslon of free choice that
coimes with media consumption, while oal-
lels — odd and new — are lkely to pursue the
profitable approach of capitalizing upon fear.
“Fear la a preat engagement tool,” stated De,
Grant Klen, Professor of Communication at
CEUER, speclalizing in mew digital media and
an author of “Communicating With Menwes,"
— continaing that tallored fear is being dis-
persed quicker than ever before, due 1o the
ease of echo chamber facllitation.

radation of educational standards as a culprit
for hyper partisanship, with Kien asserting that
“thee fix [shouldn'l] just be technologheal, 35 we
are brving to fix a qualitative problem with a
techmologleal solution.” To combat the root of
the ksswe, both professors expressed support
for the inclusion of media literaey and chviea
eourses inbo the school eurrealumm.

While it may be effortless to dismiss anothes
based on our politieal proclivities and prejadbe-
e, Higdon belleves that it ls polarization that
ultbmately nndermiines this “radics] experiment
where we all conirod the outeome,” hence it ia
within the best Interest of the public o be fae-
iwally informed and engape in croas discussion.



