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. Graduating Seniors Look Back at their Time at CSUEB
A Final Hoorah! and Share Their Hopes for Graduation Ceremony

By Maha Sanad
SOCIALMEDIA EDITOR

The end of the fall zemester at Califor-
nla State University, East Bay, ls steadily
approaching. For sivdents who are antbei-
pating graduating within the next year, it ls
nearly the final streteh.

Al this podnt, COVID-10 is one of the most
ubdquitous and highly coverad toples in all
aspecls of our Hves, Graduating senlors feel
this fatigue after being forced to tramsition
o online aehool al the beglnning of the pan-
demie in March 2020,

The fall semester has been an Inberest-
ing transition from being entirely online to
gradwally getting back to pre-pandemie life.
This has especlally affected stndents in their
final years of eollege,

Jambe Zamora, a Strateghe Communics-
tion major who looks forward to gradual-
img ln apring 2oz, touched on some of the
strugples of being a transfer stodent during
the pamdemie,

“Transferring darng the hekght of a gloh-
al pandemic definitely had some of its ex-
pected dlfficulties in terms of pavigating
through the process of edocational plans
and commmunkcation with our departirents,”
Zamora explained.

While online school s convenlent for
many people, many students feel they
misgad out on certaln perks of in-person
learning, Including developing a true con-
nectbon with CSUER.

Rosemarke Herpandez, a graduating
Criminal Justbee msajor, shared what she
missed oot on while attending sclool en-
tirely anline.

“1 did miss oot [on] on-canepus activities
guch as guest speakers, career and mapor
falrs, and the overal]l enjporyment of being on
campis,” she detailed.

Many graduating seniors share this sen-
timent, eapecially considering a greal deal
have never even stepped foot onto CAUER
campus. Even those who did have the op-
porunkty to take some classes on-ground
book back at those memories wistfolly.

John Willanueva, a graduabing senlor
petting hiz bachelor's degree in Bosineas
Administratlon with a concentration In
Marketing Management and a Minor in Jap-
anese Language and Culiure, recalled 2ome
aof hls memories from belig on campius.

“1 was only on campus for a short while,
but my favorite memorles were playing
games wilh fellow students prioe to Lhe pan-
demie and practicing the plano at the Uni-
versity Unbon,” recalled Yillanueva,

On top of the lack of connection to
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CRUEB, many stwdents feel a serious lack of
social conpections Lo each other as well.

“Baing behind a sereen for the good part
of two years has led to many of us experienc-
Ing soclal atrophy, and [ wish 1 coald have
hung out with (Hends at least onee sines at-
tending. All the students were just o busy "
gabd Villanueva.

Regapdless of the challenges thal come
with online sehool, many geaduating senbors
were abla to make the beat owt of thelr last
few semesters at CSUER.

*1 was Tucky to have still managed to meet
a handful of amazing people while onlime.
Repgardless of the sereens that obatruet ws,
[ was really grateful to have gotten to know
the stories of other students from CSUER
through group work and other activities on
Zosoein,” sald Farnora.

Despite having 1o adapt to the struggles
of anline school, graduating senbors remain
optimiatie for the fulbure.

Gerald Fermin, a graduating senlor ma-
Joring in Communication with a concentra-
Hon In Medla Studies, looks back at his time
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at CEUER fondly deaplte taking all his class-
eq online, He alzo offered advice to others
pursaing an undergradoate degree,

“I'm s=ad to leave CSUEB for now, but 1
have a good fesling 'l be back... Get out
there and do 28 moch as vou can while
yioid T thera! Get oul and be active.”

Locking forward, graduating seniors are
both eager and feeling bilterswest aboul
their upeoming graduation date. While safe-
Ly ks of the ulmoat Importance when i comes
b the praduation ceremony in the spring, i
is aleo eruclal o hear what stodents want for
their final hoorah.

Hers's what they had to say about what
they hope CSUER's graduation ceremony
will look like:

Jambe Zamora: “1 am looking forward o
whalever oar campus has in store for owr
graduation ceremony...l would love o walk
in-person/socialy distanced as 1 decided o
it aftend gradustbon in community college.
However, | have known of friends from otlser
carn puses who have taken part in a car-mence-
menl wlich [ have heard was still a blast? [am

GRAFHIC B Z0E COLOMBO

excited to celebrate any way we can,”

Gerald Fermin: “T wish the eeremony eoubd
be in-person at the stadhom! Sockally distant,
of eourse, bt we need this thang sctive!”

Rosemarie Hernandez: 1 hope the
graduation for 2022 iz safe amd following
COVID-1p regulations. Depending on how
the rales change, it would be amazing to
have the graduation ceremony in person,
but if it is not possible, socially distanced | m
the best and moat safe option for evervone.”

Jobhn Villanweva: “T would ke to have a
genuine graduation ceremony, slmilar to
the ones wy parents and epusing have ex-
perenced. [n-person traditionally styled
would be fantastie. A Car-mencememnt
sounds lEke a terrible Hme, homest]y.”

The consensus for whal graduating se-
nlors  woubd like thelr commencement
cerensony o look Hke |8 undenfably an
in-person one. Safety, especially in times of
COVID-1q, ks extremely important. Howesw-
er, hopefully, CSUER will he able to provide
graduates with the graduation that they de-
serve and hope Tor,
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