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What’s the Hold-up: American Shipping Crisis

The shipping crisis and how it affects you

By lzaac Coleman
POLITICAL EDITOR

Many of ua have sesn the headlines, “Back-
beeg of cargo shibps at southern Califoruka ports
reaches an all-tinee high,” “Shipping sontaln-
erg can'l e emplied amd refilled fast encugh
i keep up with demand,” bat what exact]ly are
they talling aboal?

The Port of Los Angeles that handles go-40%
af all ineomdng prodiocts b the Unbted States,
hasd to crder ships to Noat along the coast rath-
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ef than andhor, because all anchoring apots
and berthing are full. This s an unprecedented
request from the largest port in the U5 and
this level of hadklog i currently nking place
thircnghoul the ports of entry inko the nathon.

This ks due to unbons performing thelr duty
o prodect workers too well and Jeading to har-
o and ports having to follew too many safe-
v regulations, according to Libertaskan Think-
Tank the Cato Institile.

The erisls is cansed in large part due Lo the
imability of thess massive ports of entry Lo han-
dle the hisge increase in demand caused by the

COVID-19 pandemic. We all remember buying
mist of our goods through Amason and the
constant reports of delivery rucks emplying
evervthing as people stayed home and ordered
Ihieir bagic necesstties as well as their wants, as
mioted by D, Jed DeWaro, an Esonombcs peo-
fessor al Califoroka State University East Bay
and meEny other news sources.

“I expect the consequence for the averags
eorwsuner will be higher and higher prices for
eomsner gooda " DeVar continued.

Thiz massive ereass in demand has en-
sured that there are not enoagh shifts at thesa
porls o hamdle the load of
production being chomed
oul from scroas the world

Accopding to the Guardian,
there 1 & backlog of ships
over bwelve months old mosw
helng processad.

These months-long hack-
Togs will 1kely foree this ship-
plng crigls o extend deep
Initey 222 a8 ships have been
waiting for a0 long W be pro-
cogsed and move arrve. Oth-
er kgues revalve around the
fact thal the shartage of kabor
in these ports neeans that the
ghipping contalners cannal
be peburned to the site of pro-
duction, leading to peoducts
waiting to even begin travel-
g

Omn top of this, the 115
& facing either a shortage
af lruck drivers or a scamt
show  of working  eondi-
Ehores theat weould Incentiviee
these drivers to take johs as
af rght now. Ascording to
the Washington Post, this

iz all linked doe o a lack of sommunicstion
between different ports, as well as to the rest
of the links dowmn the supply chain, therefore
people are nol ready for when the product
needs bo e oaded onto a truck or a trakn,

The entire American infrastroctural gystem
is fam-packed with too many indhddual ceodees
belng made, rather than oversight being provid-
ed b ensare efficlency. Acoording to CHH, Secre-
tary of Transportation, Pete Buttighep, sabd thal
the besl way o alleviate the length of this crisis s
foir thee 1.7 tefllion dollar infrastroctiore Tall bo be
pasaed, which was in early November.

Bt wheat does all of this evean for the consum-
er? We still want these things that are helbd wp
in port and on trecks, Plus, the holiday season
bezing about a week from now, can we oot bay
arylhing on Black Friday ar Cyber Monday?

Ezsentially, ves. This supply shortage medns
that the enst of gomds and products will con-
tinne to rise, there 8 no more waiting for the
shipping cost 1o drop, This alse means masaive
delays In onders and likely even shortages of
the goods themselves from the sellers we all
uge, The rlakng enst of gas, the need to hire
more dock workers and truckers, all of this
cosl will be pazsed on to the consumers.

However, there s an end in ight. Becausa
this s likely cansed by the pandemic and is-
sues with the infrastructural system thal is
oo belng reanlved, this means that we will
be zeelng sellers utilizing “the higher prices
will themsehes amplify people’s Incentives to
quickly find a solutbon to the shipping crisis,”
accarding to Delaro,

Knowing this will carry on Into 22z, I'd get
nsed o golng without certain wants for a lang
Hime, hecange who konows when It will get to
vt ar e fvech i will east. But, those wants
will be available in the near future, with a fully
fonctioning infrastroctural systen and a nma-
Hion free from the COVID-19 pandembe,
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